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1.
On 12 May 2004 the Commission adopted the Communication "Connecting Europe at High Speed: National Broadband Strategies" and on 17 May 2004 the Communication "eEurope 2005 Action Plan: An Update".

2.
Following from the above mentioned Communications, the Irish Presidency presented draft Council Conclusions on the linked subjects of the two Communications, and they were examined by the Permanent Representatives Committee on 26 May 2004.

3.
After the examination of the draft conclusions at Coreper, the following reserves remain on the text:


-
DE, ES and PT have linguistic reserves on the text.


-
DK has a parliamentary scrutiny reserve on the text.

The Council is invited to examine these remaining reserves in view of the adoption of the Council conclusions.

_____________________

ANNEX

COUNCIL CONCLUSIONS

On the update of the eEurope 2005 Action Plan

And Connecting Europe at high speed: National Broadband Strategies

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION,

1. RECALLS

· The Presidency Conclusions of the June 2002 European Council endorsing the objectives of the eEurope 2005 Action Plan;
· The Council Resolution of 18 February 2003 on the implementation of the eEurope 2005 Action Plan;

· The Presidency Conclusions of the 2003 Spring European Council inviting Member States to put national broadband strategies in place by the end of 2003;

· The Council Conclusions of 20 November 2003 on the Role of eGovernment for Europe's Future;
· The Council conclusions of 8 March 2004 on the electronic communication sector, stressing the role of eEurope 2005 in stimulating the effective use of ICTs to improve productivity and highlighting the need to increase broadband coverage and stimulate its take-up;  

· The Council conclusions of 8 March 2004 on the mid-term review of the eEurope 2005 Action Plan, confirming the validity of the eEurope 2005 targets in the context of enlargement;

· The Regulation 460/2004 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 10 March 2004 establishing the European Network and Information Security Agency;

· The Presidency Conclusions of the 2004 Spring European Council highlighting the need to develop responses to new challenges in the area of electronic communications, for example, new EU mobile and broadband strategies, in order to keep the European Union at the cutting edge.

2. WELCOMES

· The two Communications from the Commission: the "eEurope 2005 Action Plan: Update" and "Connecting Europe at High Speed: National Broadband Strategies".

3. NOTES 
· That the main aim of the updated eEurope 2005 Action Plan is to fine-tune the existing actions and strengthen the implementation mechanisms in order to speed up progress in five key areas (broadband, on-line public services, e-business, e-inclusion and benchmarking) as part of the Lisbon strategy. 

· That following the commitment at the 2003 Spring European Council, the 15 Member States have all drawn up national broadband strategies. Broadband deployment and take-up are increasing rapidly and are mainly market-driven. 

· That to address circumstances where there is clear evidence of market failure, the strategies stress to various degrees the need, of increasing coverage of under-served areas through e.g. public support, demand aggregation and public private partnerships. That the strategies also stress to various degrees the need of stimulating demand through financial incentives and increased usage by the public sector; and of developing innovative applications and services supporting the introduction of broadband technologies in a technologically neutral way. In all these actions, the Guidelines on the use of Structural Funds in electronic communications should be followed so as not to distort competition nor thwart private commercial incentives.
· That on-line public services (eGovernment, eHealth and eLearning) make an important contribution to the Lisbon process by acting as a catalyst for growth, efficiency and innovation, and that there is a need to increase the impact of bringing public services on-line by enhancing interoperability, the exchange of good practice and pan-European co-operation.

· That interoperability, including open standards and open platforms, is of utmost importance for the effective deployment and use of ICT in all sectors, notably in the pan-European and national work for the development and implementation of eGovernment services.

· The importance of strengthening trust and security through the general development of a culture of network and information security.

· The need for further efforts to support the development of e-business by reviewing the impact of the legal and institutional framework on the development of e-signatures, mobile payments and digital rights management, by enhancing interoperability as well as mechanisms for the sharing of best practice. 

· The need to give due consideration to the development of the digital economy when revising legislation on payments at European level.

· The importance of an inclusive approach to the implementation of the Information Society in order to address concerns about digital exclusion.

· That eEurope, being based on the open method of co-ordination, requires a comprehensive benchmarking effort covering all Member States.

4. INVITES THE MEMBER STATES

· to put national broadband strategies in place by the end of 2004 and review, to the extent possible,  their implementation by the end of 2005 and, if necessary, update them.

· to duly complete the effective transposition of the new regulatory framework for electronic communications in order to create a stable and competitive environment in the market. 

5. WELCOMES THE COMMISSION’S INTENTION

· to implement the actions of the revised eEurope 2005 Action Plan in order to speed up its progress.

· to continue monitoring progress in broadband deployment and take-up and report on developments in the first half of 2006.

6. UNDERLINES

· The importance of Member States’ continued commitment to the implementation of the eEurope 2005 Action Plan;

· The need to prepare strategic orientations in the information society area to feed the Lisbon Strategy 

______________________
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